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The gentlewoman from California 

(Ms. PELOSI); 
The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 

HOYER); 
The gentleman from South Carolina 

(Mr. CLYBURN); 
The gentleman from Connecticut 

(Mr. LARSON); 
The gentleman from California (Mr. 

LANTOS); 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. 

ACKERMAN); 
The gentlewoman from New York 

(Mrs. LOWEY); 
The gentleman from California (Mr. 

WAXMAN); 
The gentlewoman from California 

(Ms. HARMAN); and 
The gentleman from California (Mr. 

BERMAN). 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-

dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort His Ex-
cellency Ehud Olmert, Prime Minister 
of Israel, into the House Chamber: 

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
FRIST); 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
MCCONNELL); 

The Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS); 

The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SANTORUM); 

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL); 
The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 

SPECTER); 
The Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 

COLEMAN); 
The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID); 
The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN); 
The Senator from Michigan (Ms. 

STABENOW); 
The Senator from Vermont (Mr. 

LEAHY); 
The Senator from Michigan (Mr. 

LEVIN); 
The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. 

KOHL); 
The Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 

LIEBERMAN); 
The Senator from California (Mrs. 

FEINSTEIN); 
The Senator from California (Mrs. 

BOXER); 
The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. 

FEINGOLD); 
The Senator from Oregon (Mr. 

WYDEN); 
The Senator from New York (Mrs. 

CLINTON); and 
The Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 

LAUTENBERG). 
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-

nounced the Acting Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, His Excellency Jesse 
Bibiano Marehalau, Ambassador of Mi-
cronesia. 

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps entered the Hall of the House of 
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of 
the United States. 

The Members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 

the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 

At 11 o’clock and 10 minutes a.m., 
the Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced His Excellency Ehud Olmert, 
Prime Minister of Israel. 

The Prime Minister of Israel, es-
corted by the committee of Senators 
and Representatives, entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives and 
stood at the Clerk’s desk. 

[Applause, the Members rising.] 
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, it is my great privilege and I 
deem it a high honor and a personal 
pleasure to present to you His Excel-
lency Ehud Olmert, Prime Minister of 
Israel. 

[Applause, the Members rising.] 
f 

ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
EHUD OLMERT, PRIME MINISTER 
OF ISRAEL 
Prime Minister OLMERT. Mr. Speak-

er, Mr. Vice President, distinguished 
Members of the U.S. Congress, ladies 
and gentlemen, on behalf of the people 
and the State of Israel, I wish to ex-
press my profound gratitude to you for 
the privilege of addressing this joint 
meeting of the U.S. Congress. This 
building, this Chamber, and all of you 
stand as a testament to the enduring 
principles of liberty and democracy. 

More than 30 years ago, I came to 
Washington as a young legislator 
thanks to a program sponsored by the 
State Department. I had a chance to 
tour this building, and I saw then what 
I believe today, that this institution, 
the United States Congress, is the 
greatest deliberative body in the world. 
I did not imagine then that a day 
would actually come when I would 
have the honor of addressing this 
forum as the Prime Minister of my na-
tion, the State of Israel. 

The United States is a superpower 
whose influence reaches across oceans 
and beyond borders. Your continued 
support, which, I am happy to say, 
transcends partisan affiliations, is of 
paramount importance to us. We revere 
the principles and values represented 
by your great country and are grateful 
for the unwavering support and friend-
ship we have received from the U.S. 
Congress, from President George W. 
Bush, and from the American people. 

Abraham Lincoln once said, ‘‘I am a 
success today because I had a friend 
who believed in me, and I didn’t have 
the heart to let him down.’’ 

Israel is grateful that America be-
lieves in us. Let me assure you that we 
will not let you down. 

The similarities in our economic, so-
cial and cultural identities are obvious, 
but there is something much deeper 
and everlasting. The unbreakable ties 
between our two nations extend far be-
yond mutual interests. They are based 
on our shared goals and values stem-
ming from the very essence of our mu-
tual foundations. 

This coming Monday, the 29th of 
May, you commemorate Memorial Day 

for America’s fallen. The graves of 
brave American soldiers are scattered 
throughout the world: in Asia and in 
the Pacific, throughout Europe and Af-
rica, in Iraq and throughout the Middle 
East. The pain of the families never 
heals, and the void they leave is never 
filled. 

It is impossible to think of a world in 
which America was not there in the 
honorable service of humanity. On 
Monday, when the Stars and Stripes 
are lowered to half-mast, we, the peo-
ple of Israel, will bow our heads with 
you. 

Our two great nations share a pro-
found belief in the importance of free-
dom and a common pioneering spirit 
deeply rooted in optimism. It was the 
energetic spirit of our pioneers that en-
abled our two countries to implement 
the impossible, to build cities where 
swamps once existed and to make the 
desert bloom. 

My parents, Bella and Mordechai 
Olmert, were lucky. They escaped the 
persecution in the Ukraine and Russia 
and found sanctuary in Harbin, China. 
They immigrated to Israel to fulfill 
their dream of building a Jewish and 
democratic state living in peace in the 
land of our ancestors. 

My parents came to the Holy Land 
following a verse in the Old Testament 
in the book of Second Samuel: ‘‘I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel 
and I will plant them in their land and 
they will dwell in their own place and 
be disturbed no more.’’ 

Distinguished Members of Congress, I 
come here, to this home of liberty and 
democracy, to tell you that my par-
ents’ dream, our dream, has only been 
partly fulfilled. We have succeeded in 
building a Jewish democratic home-
land. We have succeeded in creating an 
oasis of hope and opportunity in a 
troubled region. But there has not yet 
been one year, one week, even one day 
of peace in our tortured land. 

Our Israeli pioneers suffered, and 
their struggle was long and hard. Yet 
even today, almost 60 years after our 
independence, that struggle still en-
dures. Since the birth of the State of 
Israel and until this very moment, we 
have been continually at war and 
amidst confrontation. The confronta-
tion has become even more violent, the 
enemy turned even more inhumane due 
to the scourge of suicide terrorism. But 
we are not alone. Today, Israel, Amer-
ica, Europe, and democracies across 
the globe, unfortunately, face this 
enemy. 

Over the past 6 years, more than 
20,000 attempted terrorist attacks have 
been initiated against the people of 
Israel. Most, thankfully, have been 
foiled by our security forces. But those 
which have succeeded have resulted in 
the deaths of hundreds of innocent ci-
vilians and the injury of thousands, 
many of them children guilty only of 
being in what proved to be the wrong 
place at the wrong time. 

These are not statistics. These are 
real people with beautiful souls that 
have left this Earth far too soon. 
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In the decade I served as mayor of 

my beloved city, Jerusalem, we faced 
the lion’s share of the seemingly end-
less wave of terrorism. 

I remember Galila, a 12-year-old 
Ethiopian immigrant, whose parents 
worked in the King David Hotel. On 
one particular morning, her parents, 
overwhelmed by the fear of riding a bus 
in the city of Jerusalem, told their 
daughter, ‘‘Galila, perhaps this morn-
ing, just this morning, we’ll take you 
in the family car to your school.’’ 

And Galila said to her parents, ‘‘Oh, 
come on. Don’t be silly. I know where 
to sit in the bus. I will be safe in the 
bus. Don’t worry for me.’’ It so hap-
pened that on that same day, the sui-
cide attacker ascended that same bus 
and chose to sit just next to her. 

When I visited her grieving parents, 
her mother came to me sobbing and she 
said, ‘‘You are the mayor. You have so 
much influence in this city. Will you 
do us just one last favor. Please try to 
find out something, just one item of re-
membrance that we will be able to take 
with us for the rest of our lives. Maybe 
just a shoelace of Galila’s.’’ I did every-
thing a mayor could do. I summoned 
the police. I summoned the security 
forces. I instructed the municipal 
workers. I told them, ‘‘Go look out 
wherever you can.’’ And then they 
came back and they said to me, ‘‘Mr. 
Mayor, nothing. Nothing. Not even a 
shoelace.’’ 

Among the victims of this brutal and 
unremitting terror, I am sorry to tell 
you, are also American citizens. Only 
last week, Daniel Cantor Wultz, a 16- 
year-old high school student from Wes-
ton, Florida, who came to spend the 
Passover holiday with his parents in 
Israel, succumbed to his severe injuries 
incurred in Israel’s most recent suicide 
attack. 

I asked Daniel’s parents and sister, 
Yekutiel, Sheryl and Amanda Wultz, 
who only finished the traditional pe-
riod of mourning 2 days ago, to be with 
us here today. Daniel was a relative of 
Congressman ERIC CANTOR of Virginia, 
an honorable Member of this House. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

I bring Galila’s memory, Daniel’s 
memory, and the loss of so many oth-
ers with me to my new post as Prime 
Minister. I also bring with me the hor-
rific scenes I saw with my own eyes 
when I visited New York just a few 
days after the devastating attacks on 
September 11, a tragedy that tran-
scends any other terrorist attack that 
has ever occurred. 

As I told my good friend, Rudy 
Giuliani, on that dreadful day, our 
hearts went out to you, not only be-
cause of the friendship between us but 
because, tragically and personally, we 
both know what it is to confront the 
evil of terrorism at home. 

Our countries do not just share the 
experience and pain of terrorism. We 
share the commitment and resolve to 
confront the brutal terrorists that 
took these innocent people from us. We 
share the commitment to extract from 

our grief a renewed dedication to pro-
viding our people with a better future. 

Let me state this as clearly as I can: 
We will not yield to terror. We will not 
surrender to terror. And we will win 
the war on terror and restore peace to 
our societies. 

The Palestinian Authority is ruled 
by Hamas, an organization committed 
to vehement anti-Semitism, the glori-
fication of terror, and the total de-
struction of Israel. As long as these are 
their guiding principles, they can never 
be a partner. 

Therefore, while Israel works to en-
sure that the humanitarian needs of 
the Palestinian population are met, we 
can never capitulate to terrorists or 
terrorism. I pay tribute to the firmness 
and the clarity with which the Presi-
dent and this Congress uphold this cru-
cial principle which we both firmly 
share. 

Israel commends this Congress for 
initiating the Palestinian Anti-Ter-
rorism Act which sends a firm, clear 
message that the United States of 
America will not tolerate terrorism in 
any form. 

Like America, Israel seeks to rid 
itself of the horrors of terrorism. Israel 
yearns for peace and security. Israel is 
determined to take responsibility for 
its own future and take concrete steps 
to turn its dreams into reality. The 
painful, but necessary, process of dis-
engagement from the Gaza Strip and 
Northern Samaria was an essential 
step. 

At this moment, my thoughts turn 
especially to the great leader, who, in 
normal circumstances, should have 
stood here. Ariel Sharon, the legendary 
statesman and visionary, my friend 
and colleague, could not be here with 
us, but I am emboldened by the prom-
ise of continuing his mission. I pray, as 
I am sure you all do, too, for his recov-
ery. 

Ariel Sharon is a man of few words 
and great principles. His vision and 
dream of peace and security tran-
scended time, philosophy, and politics. 
Israel must still meet the momentous 
challenge of guaranteeing the future of 
Israel as a democratic state with a 
Jewish majority, within permanent 
and defensible borders and a united Je-
rusalem as its capital that is open and 
accessible for the worship of all reli-
gions. 

This was the dream to which Ariel 
Sharon was loyally committed. This 
was the mission he began to fulfill. It 
is the goal and the purpose of the 
Kadima Party that he founded and 
which I was the first to join. And it is 
this legacy of liberty, identity, and se-
curity that I embrace. It is what I am 
working towards. It is what I am so 
passionately hoping for. 

Although our government has 
changed, Israel’s goal remains the 
same. As Prime Minister Sharon clear-
ly stated: ‘‘The Palestinians will for-
ever be our neighbors. They are an in-
separable part of this land, as are we. 
Israel has no desire to rule over them, 

nor to oppress them. They too have a 
right for freedom and national inspira-
tions.’’ 

With the vision of Ariel Sharon guid-
ing my actions, from this podium 
today, I extend my hand in peace to 
Mahmoud Abbas, the elected President 
of the Palestinian Authority. On behalf 
of the State of Israel, we are willing to 
negotiate with a Palestinian Author-
ity. This authority must renounce ter-
rorism, dismantle the terrorist infra-
structure, accept previous agreements 
and commitments, and recognize the 
right of Israel to exist. 

Let us be clear: peace, without secu-
rity, will bring neither peace nor secu-
rity. 

We will not, we cannot, compromise 
on these basic tests of partnership. 

With a genuine Palestinian partner 
for peace, I believe we can reach an 
agreement on all the issues that divide 
us. Our past experience shows us it is 
possible to bridge the differences be-
tween our two peoples. I believe this, I 
know this, because we have done it be-
fore, in our peace treaties with Egypt 
and with Jordan. These treaties in-
volved painful and difficult com-
promises. It required Israel to take real 
risks. 

But if there is to be a just, fair and 
lasting peace, we need a partner who 
rejects violence and who values life 
more than death. We need a partner 
that affirms in action, not just in 
words, the rejection, prevention, and 
elimination of terror. 

Peace with Egypt became possible 
only after President Anwar Sadat came 
to our Knesset and declared: ‘‘No more 
war and no more bloodshed.’’ And 
peace with Jordan became possible 
only after the late King Hussein, here 
in Washington, declared the end of the 
state of belligerency, signed a peace 
treaty with us, and wholeheartedly ac-
knowledged Israel’s right to exist. 

The lesson for the Palestinian people 
is clear. In a few years, they could be 
living in a Palestinian state, side by 
side in peace and security with Israel, 
a Palestinian state which Israel and 
the international community would 
help thrive. 

But no one can make this happen for 
them if they refuse to make it happen 
for themselves. 

For thousands of years, we Jews have 
been nourished and sustained by a 
yearning for our historic land. I, like 
many others, was raised with a deep 
conviction that the day would never 
come when we would have to relinquish 
parts of the land of our forefathers. I 
believed, and to this day still believe, 
in our people’s eternal and historic 
right to this entire land. 

But I also believe that dreams alone 
will not quiet the guns that have fired 
unceasingly for nearly a hundred years. 
Dreams alone will not enable us to pre-
serve a secure, democratic Jewish 
state. 

Jews all around the world read in 
this week’s Torah portion: ‘‘And you 
will dwell in your land safely and I will 
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give you peace in the land, and there 
shall be no cause for fear. Neither shall 
the sword cross through the Promised 
Land.’’ 

Painfully, we the people of Israel 
have learned to change our perspective. 
We have to compromise in the name of 
peace, to give up parts of our promised 
land in which every hill and every val-
ley is saturated with Jewish history 
and in which our heroes are buried. We 
have to relinquish part of our dream to 
leave room for the dream of others, so 
that all of us can enjoy a better future. 
For this painful, but necessary, task 
my government was elected. And to 
this I am fully committed. 

We hope and pray that our Pales-
tinian neighbors will also awaken. We 
hope they will make the crucial dis-
tinction between implementing visions 
that can inspire us to build a better re-
ality and mirages that will only lead us 
further into the darkness. We hope and 
pray for this, because no peace is more 
stable than one reached out of mutual 
understanding, not just for the past but 
for the future. 

We owe a quiet and normal life to 
ourselves, our children, and our grand-
children. After defending ourselves for 
almost 60 years against attacks, all our 
children should be allowed to live free 
of fear and terror. 

And so I ask of the Palestinians: How 
can a child growing up in a culture of 
hate dream of the possibility of peace? 
It is so important that all schools and 
all educational institutions in the re-
gion teach our children to be hate-free. 

The key to a true, lasting peace in 
the Middle East is in the education of 
the next generation. 

So let us today call out to all peoples 
of the Middle East: replace the culture 
of hate with an outlook of hope. 

It is 3 years since the Road Map for 
Peace was presented. The Road Map 
was and remains the right plan. A Pal-
estinian leadership that fulfills its 
commitments and obligations will find 
us a willing partner in peace. But if 
they refuse, we will not give a terrorist 
regime a veto over progress, or allow it 
to take hope hostage. 

We cannot wait for the Palestinians 
forever. Our deepest wish is to build a 
better future for our region, hand in 
hand with a Palestinian partner; but, if 
not, we will move forward, but not 
alone. 

We could never have implemented 
the Disengagement plan without your 
firm support. The Disengagement could 
never have happened without the com-
mitments set out by President Bush in 
his letter of April 14, 2004, endorsed by 
both Houses of Congress in unprece-
dented majorities. In the name of the 
people of Israel, I thank President 
Bush for this commitment and for his 
support and friendship. 

The next step is even more vital to 
our future and to the prospects of fi-
nally bringing peace to the Middle 
East. Success will only be possible with 
America as an active participant, lead-
ing the support of our friends in Europe 
and across the world. 

Should we realize that the bilateral 
track with the Palestinians is of no 
consequence, should the Palestinians 
ignore our outstretched hand for peace, 
Israel will seek other alternatives to 
promote our future and the prospects 
of hope in the Middle East. At that 
juncture, the time for realignment will 
occur. 

Realignment would be a process to 
allow Israel to build its future without 
being held hostage to Palestinian ter-
rorist activities. Realignment would 
significantly reduce the friction be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians and 
prevent much of the conflict between 
our two battered nations. 

The goal is to break the chains that 
have tangled our two peoples in unre-
lenting violence for far too many gen-
erations. With our futures unbound, 
peace and stability might finally find 
its way to the doorsteps of this trou-
bled region. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, 
allow me to turn to another dark and 
gathering storm casting its shadow 
over the world. 

Every generation is confronted with 
a moment of truth and trial. From the 
savagery of slavery, to the horrors of 
World War II, to the gulags of the Com-
munist bloc, that which is right and 
good in this world has always been at 
war with the horrific evil permitted by 
human indifference. 

Iran, the world’s leading sponsor of 
terror, and a notorious violator of fun-
damental human rights, stands on the 
verge of acquiring nuclear weapons. 
With these weapons, the security of the 
entire world is put in jeopardy. 

We deeply appreciate America’s lead-
ership on this issue and the strong bi-
partisan conviction that a nuclear- 
armed Iran is an intolerable threat to 
the peace and security of the world. It 
cannot be permitted to materialize. 
This Congress has proven its convic-
tion by initiating the Iran Freedom 
and Support Act. We applaud these ef-
forts. 

A nuclear Iran means a terrorist 
state could achieve the primary mis-
sion for which terrorists live and die: 
the mass destruction of innocent 
human life. This challenge, which I be-
lieve is the test of our time, is one the 
West cannot afford to fail. 

The radical Iranian regime has de-
clared the United States its enemy. Its 
President believes it is his religious 
duty and his destiny to lead his coun-
try in a violent conflict against the 
infidels. With pride he denies the Jew-
ish Holocaust and speaks brazenly, 
calling to wipe Israel off the map. 

For us, this is an existential threat, a 
threat to which we cannot consent. But 
it is not Israel’s threat alone. It is a 
threat to all those committed to sta-
bility in the Middle East and the well- 
being of the world at large. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, our 
moment is now. History will judge our 
generation by the actions we take now, 
by our willingness to stand up for 
peace and security and freedom, and by 
our courage to do what is right. 

The international community will be 
measured not by its intentions, but by 
its results. The international commu-
nity will be judged by its ability to 
convince nations and peoples to turn 
their backs on hatred and zealotry. 

If we don’t take Iran’s bellicose rhet-
oric seriously now, we will be forced to 
take its nuclear aggression seriously 
later. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, the 
true Israel is not one you can under-
stand through the tragic experiences of 
the complex geopolitical realities. 
Israel has impressive credentials in the 
realms of science, technology, high 
tech and the arts, and many Israelis 
are Nobel Prize laureates in various 
fields. 

A land with limited resources, eager 
to facilitate cooperation with the 
United States, Israel devotes its best 
and brightest scientists to research and 
development for new generations of 
safe, reliable, efficient and environ-
mentally friendly sources of energy. 
Both our countries share a desire for 
energy security and prevention of glob-
al warming. Therefore, through the 
United States-Israel Energy Coopera-
tion Act and other joint frameworks, 
in collaboration with our U.S. counter-
parts, Israel will increase its efforts to 
find advanced scientific and techno-
logical solutions designed to develop 
new energy sources and encourage con-
servation. 

Just one example of Israel’s remark-
able achievements is the recent $4 bil-
lion purchase by an American company 
of Israel’s industrial giant Iscar. This 
is an important endorsement of the 
Israeli economy, which has more com-
panies listed on NASDAQ than any 
country other than the United States 
and Canada. It is also a vote of con-
fidence in Israel’s strategic initiative 
to enhance the economic and social de-
velopment of our Negev and Galilee re-
gions. 

But above all, it is recognition that 
what unites us, Israel and America, is 
a commitment to tap the greatest re-
source of all, the human mind and the 
human spirit. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we believe in 
the moral principles shared by our two 
nations, and they guide our political 
decisions. 

We believe that life is sacred and fa-
naticism is not. 

We believe that every democracy has 
the right and the duty to defend its 
citizens and its values against all en-
emies. 

We believe that terrorism not only 
leads to war but that terrorism is war, 
a war that must be won every day, a 
war in which all men and women of 
good will must be allies. 

We believe that peace among nations 
remains not just the noblest ideal but 
a genuine reality. 

We believe that peace, based on mu-
tual respect, must be and is attainable 
in the near future. 

We, as Jews and citizens of Israel, be-
lieve that our Palestinian neighbors 
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want to live in peace. We believe that 
they have the desire, and hopefully the 
courage, to reject violence and hatred 
as means to attain national independ-
ence. 

The Bible tells us that as Joshua 
stood on the verge of the Promised 
Land, he was given one exhortation: 
‘‘Chazak Ve’ematz.’’ ‘‘Be strong and of 
good courage.’’ 

Strength, without courage, will lead 
only to brutality. Courage, without 
strength, will lead only to futility. 
Only genuine courage and commitment 
to our values, backed by the will and 
the power to defend them, will lead us 
forward in the service of humanity. 

To the Congress of the United States 
and to the great people of America, on 
behalf of the people of Israel, I want to 
say today: chazak ve’ematz, be strong 
and of good courage; and we, and all 
peoples who cherish freedom, will be 
with you. 

God bless you. 
And God bless America. 
Thank you. 
[Applause, the Members rising.] 
At noon, His Excellency Ehud 

Olmert, Prime Minister of Israel, ac-
companied by the committee of escort, 
retired from the Hall of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the invited guests from the 
Chamber in the following order: 

The Members of the President’s Cabi-
net; 

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps. 

f 

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the 
joint meeting having been completed, 
the Chair declares the joint meeting of 
the two Houses now dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 12 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m., the joint meeting of the two 
Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess until 12:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1245 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BOOZMAN) at 12 o’clock 
and 45 minutes p.m. 

f 

PRINT OF PROCEEDINGS HAD 
DURING RECESS 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the proceedings had 
during the recess be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 2803. An act to amend the Federal Mine 
Safety and Health Act of 1977 to improve the 
safety of mines and mining. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 1-minutes 
on each side. 

f 

A MARINE—A MEMORIAL DAY 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Harlon Block 
and his high school teammates took 
their friendship, bravery and boldness 
off the football field and on to the bat-
tlefield. 

Twenty-two-year-old Corporal Block, 
from the small border town of Weslaco, 
Texas, would end his journey as a Ma-
rine atop an extinct volcano on Iwo 
Jima. February 23, 1945. The single 
most patriotic photographic scene in 
American history would erupt. 

Six men vowed to raise a large Amer-
ican flag atop Mt. Suribachi, as they 
said, ‘‘so that every Marine on this 
cruddy island can see it.’’ 

That picture would be the last for 
three of those heroes, including Harlon 
Block. Admiral Chester Nimitz said, 
‘‘Among the men who fought on Iwo 
Jima, uncommon valor was a common 
virtue.’’ 

Harlon Block’s desire to fight for 
freedom was a common trait for those 
warriors who thought the American 
flag was worth dying for. 

This Memorial Day we will remember 
men like Harlon Block, the other 
400,000 of the Greatest Generation who 
died in the great World War II and all 
those who died in America and for 
America’s service. 

We shall never flinch, never flee, 
never fear, because we will never forget 
the Americans. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

KENTUCKY MINERS 

(Mr. CHANDLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of Amon Brock, Jimmy 
D. Lee, George Petra, Paris Thomas, 
Jr., Roy Middleton and Steve Bryant. 
These are the names of Kentucky min-
ers who have died in the last week. 

As we just heard this morning, the 
other body acted on behalf of our min-
ers, and it is critical that the House 
take immediate action and pass H.R. 
5389, a comprehensive mining bill that 
will not only crack down on negligent 

operators but save lives. This body 
should not risk another miner’s life by 
failing to act. 

I call on all of my colleagues to reach 
across party lines for the sake of our 
miners who are simply trying to go to 
work and provide for their families. 

f 

DEMOCRATS OPPOSE SECURING 
THE BORDER 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, House Re-
publicans are committed to securing 
our Nation’s borders in order to ensure 
that our citizens remain safe and se-
cure. One of my Republican colleagues 
from Virginia recently introduced an 
amendment to the National Defense 
Authorization Act that would permit 
members of our Armed Forces to assist 
with border protection under certain 
circumstances. 

The Democrats like to say they are 
working to keep our country secure, 
but they voted ‘‘no’’ on this common-
sense amendment, and this is not the 
first time they voted against impor-
tant border security and national secu-
rity measures. 

Republicans voted to pass a major 
border security bill this past Decem-
ber, but Democrats voted ‘‘no’’ on the 
bill. 

Republicans voted to pass the REAL 
ID Act to make sure that people who 
receive driver’s licenses are here le-
gally, but Democrats voted ‘‘no’’ on 
the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, House Democrats have 
had ample opportunity to show that 
they are serious about border security. 
Yet every time they get a chance to 
prove it, they vote ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

IN HONOR OF GILLETT, ARKAN-
SAS’ CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
(Mr. BERRY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to my hometown 
of Gillett, Arkansas, which will cele-
brate its 100th anniversary this year. 
This is a significant milestone for our 
community and for all those who 
shaped our town’s history. 

Gillett was incorporated in 1906, sev-
eral decades after the first settlers mi-
grated there from Fulton County, Illi-
nois, in 1881. These early settlers pur-
chased land; built modest homes; 
farmed crops of oats, corn and cotton; 
and developed orchards; and raised cat-
tle. They worked hard to establish a 
town, building the first school and the 
first church in 1886, the first store in 
1888, and lobbying for the completion of 
the railroad from Stuttgart, Arkansas, 
to the new town in 1892. 

The name Gillett first appeared in 
1892 after community leaders des-
ignated the town’s first U.S. post office 
in honor of Francis M. Gillett, presi-
dent of the railroad company. The 
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